206            THEOSOPHY EXPLAINED

by these self-imposed bonds we can mould the future and,
though we cannot transcend the limits suddenly, we can
extend them gradually, till we acquire for ourselves practi-
cally unbounded freedom in the direction of good. Our
brain and nervous system, constituted now according to our
own thoughts of the past, are the marked necessities of life
for us and limit us, but they can be gradually improved.
Ignorance is the cause of bondage, while knowledge brings
liberation and freedom of will, for through wisdom a man
knows himself as one with the Divine Life and acts as a
free and responsible agent in harmony with the Divine
Will.

But sc we have a very distinct consciousness of
free-will in the choice between good and evil at every
step through life, and we need not confuse our sense of
that freedom by going into the highest metaphysics of the
problem."

Q. Is astrology true ? If so, how can it be reconciled
with free-will ?

Am. Modern astrology, being very fragmentary, is
often very uncertain in its results; but there is a true
science of Astrology, and here and there a real astrologer
may be found. Even modern astrology, however, is often
fairly accurate in the delineation of character. For the
most part, modern astrological prognostications of events
are unreliable, and the predictions are not always true,
because all the conditions are not known. Every star
has its own magnetic sphere, and these spheres intermingle
in a very intricate way; according to the constitution of
the human being, some magnetic conditions are favourable
to him, and others unfavourable.

There is no antagonism between astrology and
free-will.  A horoscope, if correctly drawn, shows the